
IMMIGRANTS
(Lawful Permanent Residents)

TEMPORARY ENTRANTS
(Nonimmigrants)

ILLEGAL ALIENS

VISA LOTTERY WINNERS**
Cap: 55,000

OTHER NONIMMIGRANTS
Unlimited

B-1: SHORT-TERM BUSINESS
VISITORS AND
B-2: TOURISTS

TEMPORARY GUEST
WORKERS

HUMANITARIAN IMMIGRANTS
& AMNESTIED ALIENS

ENTERED WITHOUT INSPECTION
EST: 1/2 of total illegal alien population

First Offense: Misdemeanor
Subsequent Offenses: Felonies

VISA OVERSTAYS
EST: 1/2 of total illegal alien population

First & Subsequent Offenses: Civil

*A per-country limit applies to visas in these 
preference categories. For independent 
countries, the limit is 7% of the total number of 
preference visas available, while dependent 
areas are limited to 2% of total preference visas.

**The Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act of 1997 
(NACARA) reallocates 5,000 visas annually from both the Visa Lottery and 
the Unskilled Worker category and makes them available to illegal aliens 
who qualify for amnesty under NACARA. Once the annual number of 
NACARA beneficiaries falls below a specified level, this reallocation will end.

OTHER HUMANITARIAN 
Unlimited

ASYLEE ADJUSTMENTS
Unlimited (2022: 53,659)

REFUGEE ADJUSTMENTS 
Unlimited (2022: 29,423)

AMNESTY
Unlimited
PAROLEE ADJUSTMENTS
Unlimited  (2022: 14)
CANCELLATION OF REMOVAL
Cap: 4,000  (2022: 4,160)
IRAQ/AFGHAN SIV
(2022: 1,467)
T/U ADJUSTMENTS
(2022: 10,583)
OTHER
Unlimited  (2022: 267)

IMMEDIATE RELATIVES 
Parents, Spouses, Minor
Children of U.S. Citizens

Unlimited     
(2022: 428,268)

FAMILY PREFERENCE 
IMMIGRANTS* 
Floor: 226,000

FAMILY 1st
Unmarried Adult

Children of Citizens
Cap: 23,400
FAMILY 2A

Spouses, Minor Children of LPRs
Floor: 87,934
Cap: 114,200

FAMILY 2B
Unmarried Adult Children of LPRs

Cap: 26,266
FAMILY 3rd

Married Adult Children of Citizens
Cap: 23,400
FAMILY 4th

Siblings of Adult Citizens
Cap: 65,000

PRIORITY WORKERS 
Cap: 40,040

2ND PREFERENCE 
Cap: 40,040

3RD PREFERENCE** 
Cap: 40,040

4TH PREFERENCE 
Special Immigrants
Cap: 9,940

5TH PREFERENCE 
Investors
Cap: 9,940

Skilled Workers
Professionals
Unskilled Workers
Cap: 10,000

Professionals with
Advanced Degrees
Aliens with
Exceptional Ability

Aliens with
Extraordinary Ability
Outstanding Professors
and Researchers
Multinational Executives
and Managers

SKILLED WORKERS

UNSKILLED WORKERS

OTHER WORKERS

E: TREATY TRADERS/INVESTORS
Authorized By Intl. Free Trade Agreements
H-1B: WORKERS
Specialty Occupations & Fashion Models
Cap: 85,000
Exceptions to Cap: Unlimited
H-1C: NURSES
Coming to Work in Designated 
Healthcare Shortage Areas
Cap: 500
L-1: INTRACOMPANY TRANSFEREES
Managers/Specialized Workers in
Multinational Corporations
Unlimited

H-2A: TEMP. AGRICULTURE WORKERS
Unlimited
H-2B: TEMP. OR SEASONAL WORKERS
Specialty Occupations & Fashion Models
Cap: 66,000

H-3: TRAINEES OR SPECIAL 
EDUCATION EXCHANGE VISITORS
Cap: 50
O: WORKERS WITH
EXTRAORDINARY ABILITY
Unlimited

P: ATHELETES & ENTERTAINERS
Unlimited

R: RELIGIOUS WORKERS
Unlimited

TN/TD NAFTA PROFESSIONAL 
WORKERS
Unlimited

A, G, NATO: AMBASSADORS,
DIPLOMATS, U.N. OFFICIALS

& Other Employees of Foreign Governments,
International Organizations and servants

and attendants of such employees

C: TRANSITING ALIENS

D: AIRCRAFT & VESSEL CREW

F: STUDENTS AT
ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

H-4: SPOUSES & UNMARRIED
CHILDREN OF H-VISA HOLDERS

I: FOREIGN PRESS
REPRESENTATIVES

J, Q: EXCHANGE VISITORS

K: FIANCE(E)S OF U.S. CITIZENS

M: VOCATIONAL STUDENTSS

S: WITNESS/INFORMANT
IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

HUMANITARIAN ENTRANTS

REFUGEE/ASYLEE ADMISSIONS
HUMANITARIAN PAROLEE

T, U: VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

TEMP. PROTECTED
STATUS BENEFICIARIES

V: SPOUSES AND MINOR CHILDREN
OF LPRs ON THE VISA WAITING

LIST FOR THREE OR MORE YEARS

EMPLOYMENT BASED
IMMIGRANTS** Cap: 140,000

FAMILY BASED
IMMIGRANTS

MIGRANTS RECOGNIZED
BY U.S. LAW


