
 

 

 

Visa Lottery and National Security 
The random nature of the visa lottery program is a national security vulnerability. 

Usually, immigrant visas are issued to foreign nationals that have an existing connection with a 
family member lawfully residing in the United States or with a U.S. employer. These types of 
relationships help ensure that immigrants entering our country have a stake in continuing 
America’s success and have the advanced skills to contribute to our nation’s economy. 
However, under the visa lottery program, visas are awarded to immigrants at random with no 
such safety precautions. 

Other vulnerabilities include… 

● The lottery draws from nations that are state sponsors of terror.1 

● The visa lottery lacks the ability to confirm identities or qualifications of applicants.2 

● The lottery has been exploited by human traffickers and the modern slave trade.3 

 

Examples of exploited vulnerabilities: 

● A 2002 terrorist attack at the Los Angeles International Airport was carried out by a man 

who had been denied asylum by the United States but was later issued a green card 

after his wife won the lottery.4 

● For at least 3 years (2004-2007), a visa-application center in Casablanca used marriage 

fraud and the lottery to funnel otherwise ineligible persons into the United States.5 

● A 5-year human trafficking operation (2002-2007) used the visa lottery to lure women 

and girls as young as ten years old into modern-day slavery.6 

● A 2017 terrorist attack on a New York City bike path was carried out by a man who was 

selected at random by the visa lottery to receive a green card to live in the United 

States.7 
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