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Noise Pollution

Noise pollution disrupts mental, emotional, and physical capabilities in humans and
wildlife.!

e One in twenty heart attacks in cities can be linked to noise pollution.?
e In addition to heart disease,?® noise has been linked to diabetes and even cancer.*
e By some estimates, there are only roughly one dozen places in the entire United States

where one can listen for 15 minutes without hearing a man-made sound.®
Noise pollution is “pervasive” in the U.S., even in protected areas.®

e Noise pollution doubled in 63% of protected areas over the last century; and
e increased 10-fold in 21% of protected areas, including 14% of critical habitats for
endangered species.’

Noise pollution has increased in the United States along with human activities.®
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e Housing growth poses the main threat to protected areas in the United States, as
development in close proximity may severely limit the efficacy of protected areas.®

e |[f trends continue over the long term, another one million housing units would be built
within 1 km of protected areas by 2030 (and 17 million housing units within 50 km),
greatly reducing their value for wildlife and biodiversity conservation.'

e Whether or not this population and development trend continues is entirely in the hands
of the federal government. The Census Bureau projects the U.S. population to grow by
79 million people between 2017-2060, with roughly 90 percent of that growth resulting
from Congress' immigration policies."
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