
 
 

Food Security 
 

The average destruction of 1,200 square miles of farmland and habitat per year (2002-

2017)1 is unsustainable for a country that desires the continued capability of food 

independence.2 

 

● According to the latest data, in just 35 years, more than 44 million acres of previously 

undeveloped land (an area larger than Florida) was paved over to accommodate our 

growing cities and towns.3 Much of that lost open space was once cropland, pastureland, 

or rangeland. 

● According to the American Farmland Trust, the U.S. is projected to lose another 18.4 

million acres of agricultural land between 2016 and 2040.4 
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While the rate of loss has slowed, the total losses continue to mount, inevitably, as the 

population increases. 

 

Sprawling cities and industrial farming are also threatening America’s groundwater 

supply.5 

● Roughly 40 percent of wells have hit all-time lows since 2010.6 

 

The Census Bureau projects the U.S. population to grow by 81 million people between 

2016-2060, with roughly 90 percent of that growth resulting from Congress' immigration 

policies.7 

 

 The United States can continue to have a generous immigration policy as we work to ensure 

food security for future generations, but not at current levels.  
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