
 

Climate 

“Globally, gross domestic product (GDP) per capita and population growth remained the 

strongest drivers of CO2 emissions from fossil fuel combustion in the last decade (high 

confidence).” - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 2022 report.1 

U.S. population growth has global consequences. 

● Per capita emissions in the United States are among the highest in the world.2 

● Population growth in the United States, therefore, has a bigger impact than population 

growth in most other parts of the world. 

● The United States and just five other countries - Russia, Canada, Brazil, Australia, China 

- contain 36% of the carbon sequestered in natural habitats for the entire planet, yet 

loses roughly 1.5 million acres of nature every year3, mostly due to population growth.4 

● U.S. per capita CO2 emissions have decreased by 19% since 19905, but that has been 

offset by a 35% increase in population over the same period. 

"[By] contributing to climate and environmental disintegration, the continued growth of 

the U.S. population constitutes a serious threat to the security and wellbeing not only of 

the 333 million people residing in the country today but also to future generations." - 

Joseph Chamie, demographer and former Director at the U.N. Population Division.6 
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New technologies, changes in lifestyle, and population stabilization are all important 

factors in reducing emissions, but population is the great multiplier.  

● Americans already eat a third less beef than we did in the 1970s and if every American 

went vegetarian, we would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by a significant but not 

sufficient 5 percent.7 

● Transportation is the largest contributor to greenhouse gasses in America.8 Increased 

density is correlated with a “modest decrease” in urban transportation emissions (but 

also increased housing costs and congestion)9, while 85% of city emissions associated 

with goods and services are generated outside the city.10  

● The Census Bureau projects the U.S. population to grow by 79 million people between 

2017-2060, with roughly 90 percent of that growth resulting from Congress' immigration 

policies.11 

“For those who care about the consequences of U.S. carbon 

emissions, it matters a great deal whether the U.S 

population remains at 330 million, or is pushed by 

immigration to more than 400 million by 2060 and more than 

500 million (half a billion) by 2100. It also matters that, by 

settling in the United States, immigrants, on average, 

increase their carbon emissions by 400 percent over those 

of their countries of origin." - Leon Kolankiewicz, 

environmental scientist.12  
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