Instead of Refugee Resettlement, The U.S. Needs a Policy That
Provides Safety to the Most Refugees and Best Protects American
Wages, Taxes, and Security
1. The most effective way to aid refugees is to provide safety to people who are targeted for
persecution by their government, or whose government will not protect them from
persecution due to their race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a
particular social group.
Refugee policy is not about helping people move to another country where they can earn more
money to seek a better life for themselves and their family. Rather, it is often a matter of life and
death. The urgency of the refugee challenge is created by the danger that causes people to flee
their homes in fear because they are targeted by their own government, or their government
allows them to be persecuted. The proper response is to provide refugees a safe place to live until
the danger recedes, and they can return home.
2. The U.S. refugee resettlement effort is not about providing safety to people who are in
imminent danger.
Resettling refugees in the United States involves moving people who are already in safe places
(primarily refugee camps with food, shelter and medical care) to the United States. This is why
refugee resettlement is part of the immigration system. It brings tens of thousands of new
permanent residents to the United States every year. The United States takes in about 70 percent
of all permanently resettled refugees.1 Yet, only about one percent of the world’s refugees are
permanently resettled each year.2
3. While some of those calling for refugee resettlement undoubtedly are sincerely motivated
to help people in peril, bringing refugees to the the United States is big business.
Voluntary Agencies, commonly referred to as “volags,” are nine organizations with affiliates
across the country that contract with the U.S. government to permanently resettle refuges in the
United States, and to provide them with services on a continuing basis.3 Each year, the federal
government grants tens of millions of dollars in taxpayers funds to support resettlement efforts
by volags. These efforts include job placement services and English-language education, but also
help in signing up for government assistance programs, which is an added cost to the taxpayer.
Moreover, while the term “voluntary agency” may sound like those who work for them do so
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without pay, the reality is that these organizations are staffed by professionals, and headed by
executives who have large salaries. The federal government gives a specified amount of money
to volags for every refugee they assist. Since that amount is generally less than volags spend on
assisting individual refugees, the more refugees the United States admits, the more public money
accrues to private agencies. In 2014, over 90 percent of funds the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops Migration and Refugee Services received was from American taxpayers.4 In 2013, 75
percent of the funding the National Association of Evangelicals received for refugee resettlement
came from the government.5
4. For every Middle Eastern refugee resettled in the United States, 12 refugees could be
helped in that region.
A study of the net government costs of settling one refugee in the United States for five years
conservatively estimated that the same money could provide five years of safety for 12 Middle
Eastern refugees in their home region.6 Much of the costs of providing for refugees in the United
States comes from their access to welfare and entitlement programs. Senator Jeff Sessions (RAla.) has pointed out that Heath and Human Services data show 90 percent of recent refugees
from the Middle East receive food stamps, and about 70 percent receive cash assistance and
government-funded healthcare.7
5. There is a desperate need for expanded safe refugee camp capacity.
Inside Syria, 7.6 million Syrians have been displaced from their homes. Another 4.3 million are
refugees who have left for temporary camps outside Syria.8 The most urgent need is funding to
provide for the safety, food, and health care needs of refugees in camps. If the United States
wants to help as many refugees as possible, it would not spend money on expanding refugee
resettlement but on funding efforts to help refugees abroad. Camp administrators have said that
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the lack of funding for camps in the region has caused Syrians, and other from that region, to
leave the camps and make the journey to Europe.9
6. The resettlement of 10,000 or 65,000 or 100,000 refugees in the United States is an
extravagant and insignificant gesture in proportion to the overall challenge.
Worldwide, more than 19 million people are refugees who have fled their home
countries. Another 59.5 million are “displaced,” having been forced by violence out of their
homes into other parts of their countries.10 Political grandstanding only serves to sow
divisiveness among the American people, and it does nothing to alleviate the refugee crisis.
Admitting 10,000 Syrian refugees would help just 0.2 percent of total Syrian refugees, and only
0.05 percent of the world’s total refugee population.
8. Concentrating on providing safety in home regions advances the primary end-goal of all
international refugee efforts, which is to help people move safely back to their homes as
soon as possible.
It is important to protect people near their home countries to make their repatriation as easy as
possible. That is the goal and mission of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees.11 That should also be the approach taken by the government of the United States.
8. Providing the most safety to the most refugees is also the most responsible action in
protecting the economic well-being of America’s most vulnerable citizens; in protecting the
taxpayers of local communities where refugees might be settled; and in reducing national
security risks.
Our U.S. refugee resettlement policies do not just provide safety to refugees; they provide
lifetime work permits and lifetime access to taxpayer subsidies. The United States has over 15.5
million Americans who want a full-time job but can not find one. Of these, about eight million
are less educated, not having any college experience.12 Recent refugees to the United States lack
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English language skills and have low education and literacy levels.13 Sixty percent of Syrian
refugees have never completed grade school.14 Like less-educated Americans, many refugees
earn incomes low enough to qualify them for all manner of welfare assistance to which they are
immediately eligible. Not only do local and state communities bear this financial burden, but
they must also subsidize Americans who are displaced from the labor market.
FBI director, James Comey, in testimony before Congress said that the lack of available
information makes it impossible to properly vet Syrian refugees.15 The Boston Marathon
bombings and the recruitment by ISIS of Somali refugees in Minnesota demonstrate the
challenges the United States faces in integrating refugees.16 A 2009 internal report by the
Department of Homeland Security found that 70 percent of asylum applications contained
proven or probable fraud, which means many people are getting into the United State on false
premises.17 Concerns about terrorists infiltrating the refugee program, or refugees becoming
radicalized once in the Unite States are legitimate, and Americans should not be hectored into
remaining silent about these concerns.
How best to resettle refugees to the Unites States should be a decision made by Americans
and done in the best interest of America. Resettling 10,000 Syrian refugees in the United
States would do nothing to alleviate the problem, while diverting millions of dollars that
could be put to much better use to benefit tens of thousands more people in temporary
camps. The goal should be to help keep refugees safe and healthy until they can return to
their homes when conditions improve. The Syrian crisis highlights the deficiency of our
current efforts to most effectively assist refugees. A revaluation of how best to help refugees
where they are, and how to best serve America’s interests is needed. A poorly administered
refugee program will undermine support among the American people for the future
resettlement of deserving persons.
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