
The	  Politics	  of	  Immigration	  
Why	  would	  any	  Republican	  follow	  the	  mainstream	  media’s	  narrative	  
about	  immigration	  reform?	  We	  already	  have	  a	  blueprint	  in	  hand	  for	  

good	  immigration	  policy	  in	  the	  form	  of	  the	  Barbara	  Jordan	  
Commission’s	  recommendations.	  Let’s	  not	  also	  overlook	  the	  

compelling	  evidence	  that	  the	  Republican	  elite	  is	  buying	  into	  a	  myth	  
on	  the	  political	  repercussions	  of	  implementing	  those	  sound	  policies.	  

	  

“But I think this whole “demographic doomsday” 
scenario is overblown… are we really sure 
Latinos continue to go into the Democratic 
Party? Immigration is an important issue for 
these voters, but it isn’t the only issue, nor is it 
the predominate issue, nor is there even 
consensus on the issue. One-third of Latinos who thought immigration was “very” or 
“extremely” important in 2008 voted Republican. As Latino immigration drops off, and 
Latino population growth increasingly comes from second- and third- generation Latinos, 
the salience of the issue will likely decrease as well. 
 
This has further implications, because as Latinos become more assimilated in the 
country, they tend to pick up GOP voting habits. If you control for ideology or income, 
the Latino vote isn’t terribly different from the white vote. This has obvious implications 
as the Latino immigration surge of the ’90s and ’00s gives way to children and 
grandchildren who go to college, start businesses, and move up the social ladder. My 
guess is that the future of Latinos is the future of the great wave of European 
immigration from the turn of the 19th Century, whose descendants generally vote 
Republican today… 
 
Or what about the “Arizona effect?” Jan Brewer certainly pushed Latinos out of the GOP 
coalition there, running well behind John McCain’s ‘08 margins with Latinos. But she 
actually ran ahead of McCain’s statewide ‘08 showing…” 
(http://www.nationalreview.com/agenda/292327/should-republicans-fear-progressive-realignment-exchange-sean-trende-reihan-salam) 

	  
“California's Proposition 187 (to ban illegal aliens 
from receiving government services) is often 
discussed as a turning point from which the GOP 
lost power in the state. In fact, Democrats have held 
a 15-20 percentage-point registration advantage 
over Republicans since 1935, and little has changed 

since 1994. Nor did California's immigration proposals in the 1990s have an seismic 
effect on the percentage of Latino voters who voted Democratic in presidential elections 
(71 percent in 1998; 76 percent in 2008).”	  
(http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2010/07/08/the_politics_of_arizonas_immigration_law_106221.html)	  


