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(WASHINGTON) -- Experienced African-American workers are twice as likely to be 

unemployed in the computer and technology industries as the general labor force, according to 
Silicon Ceiling 6, a report by the Coalition for Fair Employment in High Technology. 

 
The annual report is regarded as the most authoritative reference on equal opportunity in high 
technology and has been quoted on the floor of Congress and in relevant committees over the 

past six years as well as by at least one presidential candidate. 
 

An analysis of Bureau of Labor Statistics data shows that 70,000 African-Americans were 
unemployed in six computer related occupational groups in September 2004 out of a national 
total of 445,000 unemployed.  The ratio for African-Americans was 8.62 percent compared to 

3.82 percent overall. 
 

In September 2005, 68,000 blacks were unemployed in those fields out of a total of 470,000 
American workers out of work.  The ratio for blacks dropped slightly to 7.89 percent while 

overall unemployment rose to 4.04 percent. Report author John William Templeton, editor of 
blackmoney.com, said, "The data for African-Americans and the overall population proves that 

there are more than enough qualified American workers to fill the employment needs of our 
industries."   He concluded that the last minute Halloween attempt to add 30,000 H1-B visas 

would create additional unemployment for African-American workers and American workers in 
general. 

  
Partly as a result of the statistics in previous Silicon Ceiling reports, the H1B limit was returned 
to its traditional limit of 65,000 per year.   However, a change last year allowed another 20,000 
graduates of American colleges and his year's particularly inventive effort would "recapture" 

unused visas going back to 1991.  
 

High tech companies need to redouble recruitment activities in African-American communities, 
particularly in the wake of the damage from recent natural disasters in the Deep South, where 

more than 50 percent of black high tech workers live, said Templeton. 
 

### 


